TEACHING" IN THE INFANTS   SCHOOL

reference to Margaret Macmillan, although her work
was concerned chiefly with children of Nursery School
age. The spirit of her work is seen at its best in the
separate Nursery School, planned expressly for children
from two to five years of age, but it has also penetrated
to the Infants' School, where many nursery classes
approximate closely to the Nursery School by their
provision for sleep and simple unorganised play activi-
ties in an atmosphere of freedom and friendly guidance
from the teacher.

The Effect of the War Years.    1939-1945

There was both loss and gain in the progress of the
education of young children during the years of the war.

The loss was chiefly to the children between the ages
of five and seven years, who normally attend an Infants1
School.

The evacuation of large numbers of young children
from the danger zones to areas of comparative safety
broke the continuity of a child's education in the two
important years between five and seven years. In the
early stages of evacuation children went out as school
units, accompanied by some, at least, of their teachers
and by the head mistress of the school. But school
conditions in the reception areas were difficult. The
country schools naturally could not accommodate even
whole classes, much less whole school units, in their
small and often already overcrowded buildings, so that
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